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shown himself to be a great soldier, if humanity shudders at
Wexford and Drogheda.
A large part of  Ireland had now been subdued,  but
Ormond had still an army in the field; it was not impossible
still to defend the line of the Shannon and the wilds of
Connaught   But Ormond was a Protestant and a servant of
the young King;  the war in Ireland had aroused the worst
religious passions, especially since the advent of Cromwell;
the conduct of Charles in Scotland, where he had declared
himself the instrument of the Presbyterians in power, had filled
the Irish Catholics with terror and despair; and a new schism
divided their councils.   The sacerdotal party came once more to
the front; a Catholic Bishop appeared in the field and fell,
preaching a Holy War with his dying lips;  Catholic priests
assembled their flocks in thousands, denouncing Ormond and
the "Dagon of loyalty"; Catholic Ireland was told to stand
aloof from a false king, from heretics in the guise of Royalists,
from Protestants whatever side they took in the war; and in
these circumstances it was but too evident that the contest
could not be long maintained.    Ormond was  driven from
Limerick, where he had hoped to make a stand, by a rabble
maddened by these wild appeals; and after parleying with the
Confederates for some time, he returned to France feeling all
was lost   His office was conferred by Charles on Clanricarde:
an Irish Catholic, it was hoped, could yet do something with
Irish Catholics; and Clanricarde made strenuous efforts to win
over the Moderates of the League to the side of the King.
The priestly leaders, however, prevailed; they actually offered
Ireland, as a kind of prize, to the Duke of Lorraine, and were
indignant that the offer was refused.   Meanwhile Ireton, who
had taken command of Cromwell's army, had advanced to
the Shannon; Athlone was captured, and Limerick fell after
another noble effort of Hugh O'Neill; and Galway was before
long surrendered, the military operations of the Irish having